110              ROBERT HARLEY
This, then, was the man who initiated the famous friendship between Harley and Swift.
" To-day," says Swift in the Journal to Stella, " I  was brought privately  to   Mr.   Harley,  who received me with the greatest respect and kindness imaginable."    The gift  of accurate perception of efficient subordinates was always a marked feature in HarleyJs character.    " He was seldom mistaken in his judgment of men," says Swift himself, "and therefore not apt to change a good or ill opinion by the representation   of   others,"    This  quality was never more clearly shown than by the rapid unreserve of his  immediate and close intercourse with Swift;  his treatment  of him was  masterly, indicative of his keen insight into men's characters, for he received him with a frankness and a friendship, unlike his usual reserve, thus at once winning the permanent confidence and goodwill of a man who was not only at the moment irritated by want of success in his negotiations with the Whigs, but was to the last degree sensitive and proud.    Harley possessed the rare power of attaching some men to him by a tie of personal affection.    Swift, Prior, and Erasmus Lewis remained for years friends as much as fellow-workers ; to retain their confidence is  sufficient evidence  that   there  were traits  in Harley's   nature    more    admirable    than    were apparent to many of his contemporaries. ill                           The time which followed this introduction was
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